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The organic gardener's guide to improving soil for higher yields, more beautiful flowers, and a

healthy, easy-care yard and garden. From taking a soil test to applying soil supplements, Gershuny

tells how to plan and implement an easy but comprehensive soil-care system for vegetables,

flowers, lawns, trees, shrubs, and container plants. 75 illustrations.
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Good things begin with good foundations, and so gardeners need instruction in soil maintenance.

Yet this book is meant mainly for the super-serious gardener who won't mind wading through a

volume that addresses soil in such detail that perhaps only a farmer would need to know it, and

does so in words more appropriate for readers of an agricultural journal than for the general public.

But the information is all here, in a remarkably thorough discussion that ranges from producing good

general soil with humus and compost to strategies of soil chemistry and fertility, as well as covering

particular issues of "problem" soils and the special needs of vegetables, flowers, lawns, trees and

potted plants. Gershuny brings together some fascinating and practical material--about soil mixtures

that will heighten color and aroma in flowers and increase production in plants bearing fruit, nuts

and berries; a listing of the amazing arrays of manures and what they can accomplish; and the

surprising materials that can serve as compost. These important points of entry to the book,

however, are not so easy to find in the mass of information. Still, the charts and illustrations are

wonderfully useful, and may alone be worth the price of the book. Illustrations not seen by PW .
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Very informative, straight-forward and easy to understand.

Really good book!

Book came in good condition.

This book is a must read or anyone wanting to understand what organic gardening is and how to be

successful growing plants the way nature intended. You will feel so smart after reading this.

An organic guide to developing and maintaining healthy soil, this book is organized in two parts.

"Understanding Your Soil" explores the chemistry and underground wildlife. "Managing Your Soil" is

the hands-on section. Chapters offer prescriptions for problem soils (inadequate drainage, slopes,

hardpan, contamination) and catering to the needs of vegetables, flowers, lawns, trees and shrubs,

container plants.While the second portion provides for immediate action, the first half is a readable

discussion of the interactions of plants and soil. Gershuny shows how to recognize characteristics of

your soil by observing weeds and plant growth, and enters the microscopic world of compost and

humus. A valuable introduction to the world beneath our feet.

It's all in the soil!
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